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White Paper on Proposed Building Size 

Determining Size 

Using feedback from the community, Geneva Public Library District (GPLD) completed a preliminary 

building plan in 2016 that outlines the District's vision for a new library. The program is a written 

statement outlining the types of rooms and spaces needed to help GPLD achieve its mission of connecting 

our community to discover, inspire, and grow! 

Lean Design 

The proposed building plan uses lean design to allow flexible use of space. For example, the same space 

that can be used after school for teens can be used during the day for small business meetings. Or the 

space that can be used for multimedia production can also be used to teach classes on digital creation. 

Using lean design principles the proposed building calls for approximately 57,000 square feet of total gross 

area. Gross area includes the space occupied in a building for non-usable spaces such as interior walls, 

doorways, hallways, etc.   

Space Comparisons 

 Space allocations by functional area of the library are detailed in the chart below: 

Functional Area 
Existing Building 

(square feet)  
Proposed Building 

(square feet) 

Youth Collections                             5,177                                7,089  

Adult and Teen Collections                             6,920                              10,520  

Creation Spaces (Multimedia Production, Craft Room, 
etc.)                                      0                                2,334  

Meeting Areas (Meeting Rooms, Study Rooms, 
Collaboration Zone, Middle Ground, etc.)                             6,451                                7,938  

Staff Areas*                             4,175                                9,708  

Support and Storage Areas (Lobby, Restrooms, Server 
Room, Sorting Areas, Mechanical Room, etc.) * 

3,842 (not including  
off-site storage)                              10,512  

Total Net Area                           26,565                              48,101  

Total Gross Area (interior walls, hallways, doorways, 
etc.)                           30,550                              57,642  

*Note: Current building is not ADA compliant. Proposed building provides space as required by building code and for the addition of library 

equipment such as a sorting machine.  
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ADA and Building Code Compliancy  

The age of the current facility has allowed GPLD to avoid strict adherence with many regulations. A new 

facility will need to be fully ADA compliant and meet all current building code regulations. Simply bringing 

the current facility up to modern day regulations requires additional square footage. For example, 

elevators need to be large enough to accommodate the turning radius of a wheelchair and allow enough 

space for a stretcher in the event of an emergency. The elevator in the current facility does not meet these 

requirements. These requirements will need to be met when current systems fail, regardless of future 

building plans. 

Benchmarking 

Libraries need to be sized adequately to meet the needs of their community members. There is no formula 

for determining the exact number of square feet per capita.  Comparisons to libraries serving communities 

of similar size and demographics is useful for benchmarking.  

Square footage based on per capita populations are detailed in the chart below:  

 

Library  Square Footage Per Capita  
Wilmette Public Library                                  2.42  

Deerfield Public Library                                  2.41  

Warrenville Public Library                                  2.13  

Ela Area Public Library District                                  2.09  

Elmhurst Public Library                                  2.04  

Batavia Public Library District                                  2.03  

Elk Grove Village                                  2.03  

Glen Ellyn Public Library                                  1.89  

NEW Geneva Public Library District                              1.86  
Poplar Creek Public Library District                                  1.52  

Bloomingdale Public Library                                  1.59  

Woodridge Public Library                                  1.55  

Addison Public Library                                  1.48  

Des Plaines Public Library                                  1.41  

Lake Villa Public Library                                  1.40  

Barrington Public Library District                                  1.36  

Algonquin Area Public Library District                                  1.25  

Vernon Area Public Library District                                  1.22  

St. Charles Public Library District                                  0.98  

Crystal Lake Public Library (currently seeking expansion)                                  0.98  

CURRENT Geneva Public Library District                             0.90  
West Chicago Public Library District                                  0.90  
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Growth Planning 

GPLD currently serves 30,505 residents. Growth projections from Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning forecasts an increase in population for Geneva Township of approximately 38% between 2010 

and 2040. Applying the same population projection to current census data GPLD potentially could serve 

an estimated population of 42,090 residents in the next 20 years.  

The chart below illustrates how the proposed library facility of 57,000 square feet relates to peers, using 

current population estimates as well as proposed growth estimates. Should growth not increase at the 

expected rate, the proposed facility remains on track for serving the needs of the community. 

 

 

Site Planning 

GPLD owns land at 210 S. Sixth St. that was purchased to ensure the Library can continue to offer library 

services in the downtown area now and in the future. The site formerly housed a school and is zoned for 

a public use facility, such as a library.  The site falls within Geneva’s historic district. 

The new site is one city block and must accommodate the building footprint, parking, storm water 

retention, green space (park and outdoor space), and appropriate setbacks.  Three stories are needed to 

accommodate a building of approximately 57,000 square feet as outlined in the building program.  To 

minimize the impact on the neighborhood GPLD desires a total building height equal or lower to the 
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former school height. Additionally, any cost-effective opportunity for using the slope of the site and 

burying some or all of lower level is desired.  

Cross section diagrams below illustrate the site slope and the height of a proposed library facility (grey 

mass) in comparison to the height of the former school (red dashed line).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

GPLD’s current facility does not provide adequate space for meeting the needs of residents. A preliminary 

building program for a 57,000 square facility will meet the current - and ongoing - needs of the community. 

Site planning for a new facility on land owned by GPLD at 210 S. Sixth Street requires space for 

accommodating the building footprint, parking, storm water retention, green space (park and outdoor 

space), and appropriate setbacks. The following considerations should be made for minimizing impact on 

the neighborhood: limit building elevation at equal or below the height of the school that formerly 

occupied the site; use cost effective means for burying some of the lower level; and step back the upper 

level of the building to reduce the perceived mass will need to be made.  
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